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Biblical AuthorityBiblical Authority

• The nature of authority
–Discipline is a part of life

–Inherent authority

–Delegated authority

–Colossians 3:17



All TruthAll Truth

Popular viewsPopular views

• Catholics believe in                       
“divine” traditions

• Many “Christians” do not believe in 
authority of the scriptures

• Half of Church of England clergy
believes Christ is not the only route 
to salvation
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Popular viewsPopular views

• It doesn’t make a difference how you 
worship as long as you love God.

• There are many ways to God.
• God speaks directly to my heart.
• What is good enough for my mother…
• The Holy Spirit guides me into truth.
• The Bible is mythical, not absolute 

truth.
• Just be good, sincere; God will approve
• The Bible is God’s word, but it is 

corrupted.



Popular viewsPopular views

• We’ve always done it this way.

• This is the way my church teaches it.

• Let’s not change; this way works 
okay.

• It does good, so it must be right.

• Other good churches are doing it.

• God is loving; He’s not that strict; 
He’s a loving God.



Popular viewsPopular views

• “But how can we know for sure what 
is Divine Inspiration and what is not? 
How can we be certain who is 
speaking eternal truth? ... We do not 
have to know. All we have to know is 
our truth, not someone else’s.”

Neale Donald Neale Donald WalschWalsch, , Communion with GodCommunion with God, p.3, p.3



Biblical AuthorityBiblical Authority

• God and His Will are supreme
– Everyone submits to Nature, but God 

is higher
– Men’s commands/traditions are vain. 

Matthew 15:7-9

– Some even claim their traditions are 
inspired.

– If so, God violated scriptural claims 
He made.

• God revealed Himself to mankind
– General revelation
– Special revelation



Biblical AuthorityBiblical Authority

• “All scripture is given by inspiration…”
2 Timothy 3:16

– theopneustos = Theos, God; pneō, to breathe
– Peter: they wrote as moved by Holy Spirit     

2 Peter 1:21
– Paul agreed. 1 Corinthians 2:9-13

– Jesus treated OT as inspired by God.   
Matthew 5:18; Mark 12:35-37; John 10:34-36

• Inspired Scripture is inerrant
– That is, free from error, infallible.
– Even our copies today are generally 

infallible.
– Errors in good translations are only 

slight.



• Since God revealed Himself 
through inspired men who wrote 
His inerrant Word, what should 
we do with His revelation?

Handle it aright,Handle it aright,
that is,

Rightly divide it.Rightly divide it.
2 Timothy 2:15

……and Obey it!and Obey it!

Biblical AuthorityBiblical Authority



How the Bible authorizesHow the Bible authorizes

• Direct statements
– Declaratives   John 14:6; Matt 5:3-10

– Interrogatives 1 Cor. 10:16; Acts 2:37

– Imperatives (commands) Matthew 28:19

– Exclamations John 1:29

• Approved examples
– Provide us a pattern Heb. 8:5; 1 Tim. 1:16

– Non-restrictive examples

– Restrictive examples



How the Bible authorizesHow the Bible authorizes

• Necessary inference / conclusion
– “…not forsaking the assembling of 

ourselves together,… Hebrews 10:25

– What is necessarily implied?
1. Having a building to meet in

2. Meeting with others

3. Assembling on Sunday

4. Having a place to meet

5. Who is to meet

6. Meetings are repeated on some frequency

2. Meeting with others

4. Having a place to meet
5. Who is to meet



How the Bible authorizesHow the Bible authorizes

• Expediency
– Anything that assists or expedites the 

thing or action authorized

– Does not authorize apart from the 
thing or act it expedites



Cultural ConsiderationsCultural Considerations

• Does the practice have universal 
application or is it limited to the 
time and place in which we find it?

• Can / should it be applied to all 
people in all cultures?

• How do other passages harmonize 
with or shed light on the practice?

Some questions to answerSome questions to answer……



Cultural ConsiderationsCultural Considerations

•Foot washing John 13:12John 13:12--1616

•The holy kiss Romans 16:16; 1 Peter 5:14Romans 16:16; 1 Peter 5:14

•Prohibition on women as preachers 
and elders 1 Timothy 2:111 Timothy 2:11--1414

Universal principles toUniversal principles to

bind today or culturalbind today or cultural

practices only for thepractices only for the

first century?first century?



The church and cultureThe church and culture

• The church – ordained “before the 
foundation of the world,…”
Ephesians 1:3, 4Ephesians 1:3, 4

• Cultures are made and modified by 
men.

• Cultures do not define truth.

The church is to changeThe church is to change

the culture in which it lives,the culture in which it lives,

not the other way around.not the other way around.


