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• The seed fell on 4 types of soil. 
Luke 8:4-8

• Can we determine the kind of 
soil we are?

What can you do to beWhat can you do to be

good, fertile soil?good, fertile soil?
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• Strip away PresuppositionsPresuppositions
– Everyone has a unique, personal value 

system

– Human traditions can be a strong 
influence

– Personal education and experience 
color our understanding

– Family beliefs can be a strong barrier

– This problem is not unique to any group
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“A dogmatic framework is built of materials 
provided in scripture, and of logical deduction from 
the Biblical data.”

Robertson McQuilkin
Understanding and Applying the Bible

“A person frankly acknowledges not only his 
presuppositions but his entire system. Then on the 
basis of that system he seeks to understand 
scripture. Today we have the New Hermeneutic, 
the Calvinistic hermeneutic, the dispensational 
hermeneutic, and many others.”
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• Avoid DogmatismDogmatism

“In the middle ages, many, even of the clergy, 
lived in profound ignorance of the Bible… It 
became an established principle that the 
interpretation of the Bible had to adapt itself to 
tradition and the doctrine of the Church.”
Louis Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation

“Learn first what you should believe and then go 
to the Bible to find it there.”

Hugo of St. Victor
Quoted in Principles of Biblical Interpretation



• Cultivate Love of TruthLove of Truth
– Never lie – even “little” ones are sin 

Revelation 21:8

– Avoid dogmatism; keep your mind open
– Never twist or force scripture
– Forget political or religious correctness
– Speak truth in love Eph 4:15; 2 Thess 2:8-12

• Be honest with yourselfhonest with yourself
– Root out intellectual dishonesty
– We must be open and willing to shed long 

held beliefs if shown we are wrong.
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Viewing the Whole of ItViewing the Whole of It

• Overall Bible view is important

• Learning the context
– What is context?

– A text without a context is just a pretext

– The funnel approach to learning

• The Broad and the Immediate context

• An Historical Timeline is a valuable 
aid

• Chronology of books and events
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• Remember the ContextContext

• Consider who is speakingwho is speaking

•• Identify Identify to whom it was writtento whom it was written

•• Analyze Analyze the circumstancesthe circumstances

•• Understand Understand the writerthe writer’’s purposes purpose

•• PrayPray about the meaning

•• MeditateMeditate on the meaning
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• Make no mistake! We must
interpret!

• Let the author explain his meaning

• Let scripture explain scripture

• Important steps to take
– Look for faulty word meanings

– Collect every scripture on the 
subject

– Clarify unclear grammar

– Isolate non-critical assumptions



Important rules to rememberImportant rules to remember

• Observe the law of exclusion
– When authority includes who should do 

something and how to do it, all other 
individuals and ways are excluded.

• Ask if generic or specific authority
– Authority to sing allows a specific type 

of music and is not generic authority 
for any kind of music.

• Listen to Scripture’s silence
– “Whatever you do in word or deed, do 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
Colossians 3:17
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• More rules to follow:
– Avoid dogmatism

– Base no conclusion on ambiguous text

– Base no conclusions on figurative 
language

– Avoid spiritualizing everything

• Does all Scripture support your 
conclusion?



Make no mistake!Make no mistake!

WeWe mustmust interpret.interpret.

Let us always do it:Let us always do it:

CarefullyCarefully

IntelligentlyIntelligently

HumblyHumbly
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